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CHAPTER  I 


Introduction 

This  profile  looks  at  persons  of  Spanish  Origin  in  the  Greater 

Boston  area.     Its  purpose  is  to  provide  planners,   social  service 

providers,   and  others   in  the  field  of  human   services  with  basic 

demographic  and  socio-economic  data  on  the  rapidly  growing  Spanish 

Origin  community  for  planning  and  delivery  of  social  services,  as 
well  as  for  advocacy. 

There  are  a  limited  number  of  sources  for  information  on  the 
Hispanic  population  in  Greater  Boston.  The  major  source  for  this 
report  is  data  collected  in  the  1980  United  States  Census  of  Popula- 
tion and  Housing. 

The  data  in  this  profile  were  extracted  from  various  1980  Census 
products.  In  particular.  Summary  Tape  Files  (STF)  1  and  3  were 
used.  Data  were  also  extracted  from  the  following  publications  on 
Massachusetts:  Summary  Characteristics  for  Governmental  Units,  and 
General  Population  Characteristics.-^  In  addition,  a  pre-publica- 
tion print  of  a  forthcoming  Census  Bureau  publication  provided  much 
of  the  data.-  STFl  and  the  General  Population  Characteristics 
publication  were  100%  counts  of  Spanish  Origin  persons  in  the  popu- 
lation. STF3,  the  pre-publication  material,  and  the  publication  on 
Summary  Characteristics  for  Governmental  Units  were  representative 
samples  of  the  population.  Data  were  suppressed  by  the  Census 
Bureau  in  census  tracts  with  less  than  30  Spanish  Origin  persons  for 
STF3  in  order  to  maintain  confidentiality  of  the  data.  The  pre-pub- 
lication data,  however,  had  a  suppression  rule  of  under  400  persons. 


1/  General  Population  Characteristics:  Massachusetts, 
PC801-B23,  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the 
Census,  1980  Census  of  Population;  and  Summary  Character- 
istics for  Governmental  Units,  U.S.  Department  of  Com- 
merce.  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980  Census  of  Population. 

V  U.S.  Department  of  Commerce,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  1980 
Census  of  Population  and  Housing,  Census  Tract  Report, 
Boston  SMSA  (Pre-publication  Print). 


2  - 

Unfortunately,  no  comparisons  between  the  1970  and  1980  Census 

can  be  made  since  the  Census  Bureau  changed  its  definition  of,  and 

method  of  counting  individuals  of  Spanish  Origin  between  these  two 

time  periods.    In  1970,  the  Census  Bureau  classified  Spanish  Origin 

persons  as  "Hispanics",  and  considered  this  classification  a  race. 

In  1980,  however,  the  Census  Bureau  shifted  and  used  "Spanish  Origin 

Persons"  as  the  classification,  and  removed  it  as  a  race  category 

making   comparisons    impossible.     The   official    1980    definition  of 

"Spanish   Origin"    or   descent    "are   those   (persons)   who  classified 

themselves  in  one  of  the  specific  Spanish  Origin  categories  listed 

on  the  questionnaire  —  Mexican,  Puerto  Rican,  or  Cuban       as  well 

as  those  who  indicated  that  they  were  of   "Other  Spanish/Hispanic 
3/ 

Origin".—  Included  as  Spanish  Origin  were  persons  who  originated 
or  were  descendents  of  individuals  who  originated  in  countries  of 
Central  or  South  America.  For  this  profile,  both  "Spanish  Origin 
Persons"  and  "Hispanics"  will  be  used  interchangeably. 

The  data  items  considered  in  this  report  are  the  following:  a 
total  count  of  Spanish  Origin  persons;  national  origin  or  affili- 
ation (e.g.,  Puerto  Rican);  age,  sex,  educational  level,  and  econ- 
omic status.  The  data  highlight  basic  characteristics  that  describe 
the  Spanish  Origin  community  in  the  Boston  Standard  Metropolitan 
Area  (SMSA).-/ 


±1  General  Population  Characteristics:  Massachusetts, 
Appendix  B,  page  B-4. 

1/  SMSA:  One  or  more  counties  defined  around  a  central  city 
or  urbanized  area  with  50,000  or  more  inhabitants. 
(From:  Making  Sense  of  the  Census:  A  Users  Handbook  for 
the  1980  Census.  United  Community  Planning  Corporation: 
Boston,  1983,  p. 16.) 


Geographic  Coverage 

This  profile  concentrates  on  nine  cities  and  towns  in  Boston's 
SMSA  with  1,000  or  more  persons  of  Spanish  Origin  (See  Map  1).  The 
City  of  Boston  is  reviewed  in  Chapter  II  of  this  report  separate 
from  the  other  eight  communities.  For  Boston,  the  16  Health  and 
Welfare  areas  with  census  tracts  containing  more  than  400  persons  of 
Spanish  Origin  are  included.  This  level  of  analysis  was  adopted 
because  more  detailed  data  on  Boston's  tracts  are  periodically  sup- 
pressed by  the  Census  Bureau  for  reasons  of  confidentiality.  The 
boundaries  of  the  16  Boston  neighborhoods  were  established  in  the 
1940' s  by  various  health  agencies  in  the  city.  Map  2  and  Chart  A 
highlight  these  neighborhoods  and  their  corresponding  census 
tracts.  Harbor  Islands,  which  had  a  total  of  22  Hispanics  were 
omitted  to  concentrate  on  those  neighborhoods  with  larger  popula- 
tions. Using  these  geographic  levels,  we  feel  that  community  groups 
working  with  Spanish  Origin  persons  will  have  a  better  understanding 
of  the  socio-economic  characteristics  of  this  population,  and  will 
be  able  to  concentrate  their  efforts  in  those  areas  that  have  signi- 
ficant numbers  of  people  of  Spanish  Origin. 

Basic  Demographics  on  Spanish  Origin  Residents 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  ranked  12th  among  the  15 
states  with  100,000  or  more  Hispanics  in  1980.-^  While  Pennsyl- 
vania was  11th  and  Connecticut  was  listed  13th,-^  California,  with 
4,544,331  Hispanics  ranked  number  one  in  the  nation.  Massachusetts' 
total  number  of  Hispanics  was  141,043,  with  the  Boston  SMSA  having 
the  largest  numbers  of  Spanish  origin  persons.-^  Specifically, 
the  Boston  SMSA  had  66,417  Hispanics  in  1980  with  the  city  of  Boston 

accounting  for  36,068  (54.3%)  of  this  total.    The  Boston  figure  con- 

8/ 

stitutes  an  approximate  doubling  of  the  population  since  1970.— 


1/      Cheryle   Russell,    "The   News   About   Hispanics",  American 
Demographics,  Vol.  5,  No.  3,  March  1983,  pp.  14-25. 

i/  Ibid. 

y  Ibid. 

^/  Debate  over  the  exact  number  of  Hispanics  continues  to 
occur  between  Hispanic  community  groups  and  the  Census 
Bureau.    Both  sides,  however,  agree  that  this  population 
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Boston  Health  And  Welfare  Neighborhoods 
By  Census  Tracts  With  400  Or  More 
Spanish  Origin  Persons 
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BOSTON 
1980  CENSUS  TRACTS 


CHART  A. 


BOSTON     HEALTH     AND  WELFARE 
AREAS     AND     THEIR  CENSUS 
TRACTS* 


Al Iston/Brighton 


0001 
0002 
0003 
0004 
0005 
0006 
0007 
0008 


Back  Bay/Fenway 

0101.01 

0101 .02 

0102 

0103 

OlO^* 

0105 

01  06 

0107 

0108 

Charles  town 

0^401 

0'»02 
0A03 

OkOS 
OkOS 
Ok07 

Dorchester  North 


0901 

0913 

0902 

09  1 

0903 

0915 

OSOk 

09I6 

0905 

0917 

0906 

09I8 

0907 

0919 

0908 

0920 

0909 

092  I 

09 1  0 

0922 

091  1 

0923 

09  12 

092A 

Dorchester  South 

1001 
1002 
I  003 
1  00k 
1005 
1006 
1007 
1  008 
1  009 
1010 
1011.01 
101 1 .02 

East  Boston 

0501 
0502 
0503 
0504 
0505 
0506 
0507 
0508 
0509 
0510 
051  1 
0512 

Hyde  Park 

UOl  .01 
UOl  .  02 
U02 
1  A03 

Jama  lea  Plain 

1201 
1202 
1203 
1  20A 
I  205 
1206 
1207 

North  End 

0301 
0302 
0303 
0304 
0305 


Ros 1 i  nda  1  e 


1101. 

01 

1101. 

02 

1  1  02 

1  103 

1  1  04 

1  105 

1  1  06. 

01 

1106. 

02 

Roxb  u  r 

Y 

0801 

0812 

0802 

0813 

0803 

0814 

0804 

0815 

0805 

0816 

0806 

0817 

0807 

0818 

0808 

081  9 

0809 

0820 

0810 

082  1 

081  1 

South  Boston 

0601 

0608 

0602 

0609 

0603 

061  0 

0604 

061  1 

0605 

0612 

0606 

061  3 

0607 

061  4 

South 

End 

0701 

0707 

0702 

0708 

0703 

0709 

0704 

0710 

0705 

071  1 

0706 

0712 

Wes  t 

End 

0201 

0202 

0203 

West  Roxbury 

1  301 

1  304, 

1  302 

1  304, 

1303 

02 


*  Bos  ton  Harbor    Islands    (Tract    1  50 1 )   has  been  cm  i  t  ted . 


The  remaining  cities  and  towns  in  Boston's  SMSA  with  1,000  or 
more  Hispanics  constituted  17,527  (26.4%)  of  the  SMSA  total,  while 
corrmunities  with  less  than  1,000  Spanish  Origin  persons  had  12,822 
(19.3%)  of  the  SMSA's  Hispanic  population. 


8 


CHAPTER  II 

The  Soc1o-Econom1c  Profile  of  the  Spanish  Origin  Community 
in  Boston's  Neighborhoods 

The  1980  Census  data  highlights  interesting  aspects  within  the 
city  of  Boston's  Spanish  Origin  community.  Among  these  is  the  clus- 
tering of  Hispanics  within  specific  neighborhoods.     Like  previous 

immigrant    groups,    Spanish   Origin    persons   have   concentrated  into 

9/ 

specific  areas  of  Boston.—  Table  I  indicates  that  the  neighbor- 
hoods of  Allston/Brighton,  Back  Bay/Fenway,  North  Dorchester,  South 
Dorchester,  Jamaica  Plain,  ''oslindale,  Roxbury  and  the  South  End 
attracted  large  numbers  of  Spanish  Origin  residents.  The  neighbor- 
hoods of  North  Dorchester,  Roxbury  and  Jamaica  Plain  had  the  great- 
est number  of  Spanish  Origin  individuals  with  each  respective  com- 
munity accounting  for  23.7%,  20.3%  and  16.6%  of  this  population  in 
Boston.  Allston/Brighton,  the  Back  Bay/Fenway,  South  Dorchester, 
and  the  South  End  had  a  combined  total  of  over  45%  of  Boston's 
Spanish  Origin  population.  The  rest  of  Boston's  neighborhoods  with 
few  Spanish  Origin  persons,  such  as  West  Roxbury  and  the  North  End, 
have  historically  been  out  of  the  financial  reach  of  this  popula- 
tion, or  have  been  traditional  ethnic  communities  for  other  new- 
comers. 

Puerto  Ricans,  the  l^r^est  Spanish  Origin  group,  accounted  for 
29,495  (44.4%)  in  the  ^S^  and  19,361  (53.7%)  in  the  City  of  Boston 
of  the  total  Hispanic  population. 


Oscar  Handlin  (Boston's  Immigrants,  Atheneum  Press:  New 
York,  1977),  has  written  on  Boston's  early  arrivals  and 
where  they  settled  in  the  city. 
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TABLE  I 


NATIONAL  AFFILIATION  OF  SPANISH  ORIGIN  PERSONS 
FOR  BOSTON  NEIGHBORHOODS^ 


NATIONAL  AFFILIATION 

Boston 

Neighborhood 

Not  of 
Spanish  Origin 

Mex  i  can 

rM  lie  1  lean 

Puerto 

R  !  ran 
r\  1  call 

Other 
S  pd  n 1 5  h 

Total 
Span  i  sh 

Al 1 ston/ 
Brighton 

62,353 

169 

501 

1      ii  Q  r* 

1  .'♦95 

2,SI1 

Back  Bay/ 
Fenway 

'♦7,271 

zig 

580 

2,246 

Charlestown 

13,2A0 

1  a 
1  o 

O  1 

21 

5 

124 

North 
Dorchester 

66,i»83 

188 

5. '♦87 

173 

2,701 

8,5'^9 

South 
Dorchester 

59, '♦OS 

1 1 8 

1  0^8 

2,164 

East 

Boston 

31 ,236 

61 

190 

22 

669 

942 

Hyde 
Park 

31.868 

31 

215 

66 

3'^6 

658 

Jamaica 
Plain 

22,013 

106 

3,23'^ 

635 

1.999 

5,974 

North 
End 

11, '♦37 

26 

8 

15'^ 

202 

Rosl indale 

32,l6i. 

27 

'♦'♦3 

19'^ 

'♦Ol 

1  ,065 

Roxbury 

AS. 2^8 

187 

'♦,938 

367 

1  ,827 

7,319 

South 
Boston 

31,126 

20 

13 

108 

185 

South 
End 

26,556 

71 

2, '♦91 

63 

3,055 

West 
End 

U,610 

50 

48 

29 

157 

284 

West 
Roxbury 

28,^^25 

23 

113 

198 

368 

Boston 
TOTAL 

526,'^38                1  ,300 

19.361 

2,505 

12,880 

36,046 

These  Boston  neighborhoods  represent  the  16  Health  and  Welfare  areas.  Harbor  Islands  has  been  omitted- 
SOURCE:     1980  U.S.  Census  of  the  Population  and  Housing     (STFIA:     100%  Count). 
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"Other  Spanish"  groups,  the  next  largest  census  category  of  the 
Spanish  Origin  population,  totalled  12,880  (35.7%)  of  the  city's 
Spanish  Origin  residents.  Collectively,  all  Spanish  Origin  groups 
accounted  for  36,046—'^  (6.4%)  of  Boston's  population;  66,417 
(2.4%)  of  the  Boston  SMSA;  and  141,043  (2.6%)  of  the  Commonwealth's 
population. 

Communities  with  a  moderate-to-high  proportion  of  Spanish  Origin 
persons  displayed  a  clustering  of  this  population  into  smaller  geo- 
graphic areas  within  specific  neighborhoods.  For  example.  Table  II, 
which  lists  neighborhoods  and  census  tracts  with  400  or  more  Spanish 
0»"igin  persons  shows  that  in  Jamaica  Plain,  tracts  1203  and  1205 
each  had  over  1,000  Hispanics.  When  added  together,  the  population 
of  these  tracts  represent  56.9%  (3,241)  of  the  Spanish  Origin  per- 
sons living  in  the  eight  selected  tracts  in  Jamaica  Plain.  Similar- 
ly, Roxbury's  tract  812  accounts  for  25.4%  (1,244)  of  the  population 
in  the  seven  reported  tracts;  North  Dorchester's  tract  913  accounts 
for  17.9%  (1,054)  of  eight  tracts;  and  South  End's  tract  705  is 
58.9%  (1,194)  of  three  tracts. 

Some  might  attribute  such  population  clustering  by  Spanish 
Origin  persons  in  certain  areas  to  discriminatory  housing  practices 
in  Boston  that  channel  this  group  into  particular  areas.  It  is  also 
probable  that  these  areas  have  attracted  the  newcomers  because  pre- 
vious Hispanic  settlers  have  created  familiar  and  attractive  social 
as  well  as  cultural  climates. 

Hispanic  females  and  males  were  almost  evenly  distributed  in  the 
Health  and  Welfare  areas,  with  females  outnumbering  males  in  most 
cases.  Within  Boston's  SMSA,  Hispanic  males  totalled  32,059  (48.3%) 
and  females  accounted  for  34,358  (51.7%).  For  the  city  of  Boston, 
Spanish  Origin  males  totalled  17,223  (47.8%),  and  females  consti- 
tuted 18,835  (52.2%)  in  1980.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  tendency 
for  females  to  outnumber  males  is  common  throughout  the  general 
population. 


Harbor  Islands  have  been  omitted  which  accounted  for  22 
Spanish  Origin  persons. 


SEX  OF  SPANISH  ORIGIN  PERSONS  IN 
BOSTON  TRACTS  WITH  '(00  OR  MORE  HISPANICS 


ios ton 

Ne Ighborhood 
by  Tract 

SEX 

TRACT 
TOTAL 

HALE 

FEMALE 

Al 1 ston/ 

Br  iqhton 

0006.02 

211 

261 

'•72 

0008 

295 

301 

596 

Back  Bay/ 

Fenway 

0102 

•5  Q  C 

237 

532 

0I0'» 

273 

186 

'459 

Plain 

1  iOi 

7  R  ■> 

1  203 

B?  ^ 

1.7/7 

1  ZOH 

L  I  J 

J  J" 

b  \  3 

lone 

DO  / 

1  ,  MoM 

1  iOo 

/  y  0 

CL  ft 

1  207 

2^47 

301 

r  »,  Q 

North 

Dorches  ter 

0905 

211 

218 

1429 

0906 

318 

358 

676 

0912 

193 

2'46  . 

I439 

091 3 

t  \ 

583 

1 ,05'< 

091"* 

J  *  ^ 

'421 

735 

0915 

J  J  ^ 

368 

720 

212 

223 

^  J  ? 

09 18 

257 

26<4 

0320 

692 

w  ^  * 

Ros 1 1 nda 1 e 

nOI  .02 

220 

«40i) 

Roxbury 

OBO2 

230 

T  -J 

1481 

0803 

185 

233 

'418 

0808 

Me 

561 

997 

0809 

217 

2  MO 

I463 

08)0 

0 1  c 

"5  C  7 

'4  8'7 

08 1 2 

599 

6145 

1  ,  2'4'4 

OtJ  1 3 

365 

1*149 

BU 

South 

Dorchester 

1001 

t96 

233 

1429 

1005 

218 

2^48 

1466 

South  End 

0705 

632 

562 

1 .19'4 

0709 

225 

202 

'.27 

0712 

191 

216 

'4O7 

SOURCE:     1980  U.S.  Census  of  the  Population  and  Housing    (Pre-Pub I  I  cat  Ion  Print). 
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The  data  in  Table  III  highlight  the  age  structure  of  residents 
of  those  neighborhoods  with  400  or  more  persons  of  Spanish  Origin. 
In  all  Boston  neighborhoods,  except  the  Back  Bay/Fenway  community, 
Hispanics  14  years  old  or  younger  accounted  for  well  over  25%  of  the 
Spanish  Origin  population.  In  Al Iston/Brighton  and  the  South  End, 
for  example,  29.2%  (312)  and  34.1%  (692)  of  the  Hispanic  population 
were  14  years  of  age  and  under.  Comparatively,  Boston's  total  1980 
population  had  17%  (95,478)  individuals  14  years  of  age  and  under. 
The  small  number  of  Hispanics  under  14  years  in  the  Back  Bay/Fenway 
neighborhoods  is  largely  due  to  the  small  number  of  Hispanic  fami- 
lies in  this  community. 

Persons  age  65  and  over  accounted  for  less  than  5%  of  the  His- 
panic population  in  each  Boston  neighborhood  (Table  III).  The 
city's  elderly  population  overall  totalled  12.6%  (71,065),  much 
higher,  proportionately,  than  the  Hispanic  population  in  this  age 
bracket.  In  all,  the  data  reveals  that  Boston's  Spanish  Origin  com- 
munity is  relatively  young  in  age  compared  to  the  general  population. 

In  every  neighborhood  listed,  the  15  through  64  year  old  His- 
panic population  comprised  over  45%  of  persons  of  Spanish  Origin. 

Table  IV  displays  1979  income  levels  for  Hispanic  families  for 
each  Health  and  Welfare  area  of  Boston.  The  data  demonstrate  the 
low  economic  levels  attained  by  Boston's  Hispanic  community.  There 
is  a  predominance  of  Hispanic  families  with  less  than  $15,000  income 
per  year.  In  Roxbury,  for  example,  86.6%  of  the  Hispanic  families 
had  incomes  under  $15,000  with  65.9%  of  this  population's  family 
income  under  $10,000.  The  following  neighborhoods  showed  Hispanic 
families  with  incomes  below  $15,000  and  $10,000  respectively:  North 
Dorchester:  78.2%  and  61.8%;  Jamaica  Plain:  68.6%  and  53.8%;  and  the 
South  End:  87.1%  and  50.7%. 

In  all  of  Boston,  54.2%  (4,391)  of  the  Hispanic  families  had 
incomes  under  $10,000  in  1979.  For  the  general  Boston  population, 
however,  families  with  incomes  of  under  $10,000  amounted  to  30.3% 
(35,703). 
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TABLE  IV 

• 

- 

FAMILY  INCOME  OF  SPANISH  ORIGIN 
PERSONS  FOR  BOSTON  NEIGHBORHOODS' 

INCOME  LEVEL 

Bos  ton 

Ne  i  ghborhood 

Less  than 
$  5,000 

$  5,000 

to 
$  7,'*99 

$  7,500 

to 
$  9.999 

$10,000 

to 
$l't,999 

SIC  000 
to 

$19,999 

9^  U , UuU 

to 
$2A,999 

7 , UUU 
to 

$3't.999 

S35 , 000 

to 
$'•9,999 

$50,000 
or 

MORE 

Tot?l 

Fami lies 

Al 1 ston/ 
Brighton 

135 

109 

25 

62 

l't9 

38 

55 

35 

- 

608 

Sack  Bay/ 
Fenway 

36 

6 

53 

67 

\k 

39 

8 

7 

2  76 

Charlestown 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

18 

- 

2b 

North 
Dorchester 

612 

271 

313 

318 

139 

92 

87 

101) 

- 

1  ,936 

South 
Dorchester 

'  J 1 

?y 

ii7 

62 

CI 

■;8 

1  \k 

26 

575 

East 
Boston 

L  I. 
DM 

till 

o5 

5 

20 

2h5 

Hyde 
Park 

22 

18 

13 

7 

20 

28 

9 

10 

161 

Jama  i  ca 
Plain 

3'f9 

291 

162 

221 

185 

163 

67 

its 

9 

1  .1492 

North 
End 

13 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  . 

- 

22 

Ros 1 i  nda le 

30 

16 

30 

28 

23 

15 

^2 

23 

7 

ill* 

Roxbury 

5'«8 

367 

194 

3'<7 

98 

51 

61 

16 

1 ,682 

South 
Boston 

8 

7 

6 

21 

South 
End 

210 

75 

26 

223 

58 

it 

17 

tl3 

West 
End 

22 

6 

21 

9 

58 

"c  S  t 

Roxbury 

7 

Ik 

31 

10 

00 

Bos  ton 
TOTAL 

2,223 

1.2'49 

866 

1  ,'*07 

881 

'*60 

589 

291* 

1.8 

8,017 

'These  Boston 

ne  i  ghborhoods 

represent 

the  16  Health  and  Welfare 

areas.    Harbor  Islands 

has  been 

cxni  tted. 

SOURCE:  1980 

U.S.  Census  of 

the  Popu 

1  at  ion  and 

Housing  (STF3A 

Sample  Data). 

The  threshold  of  poverty — '  used  in  1979  was  an  annual  income 
of  $7,356  for  a  family  of  four  with  two  related  children  under  18 
years  of  age.  Table  V  displays  the  poverty  status  data  for  Spanish 
Origin  families,  indicating  that  Allston/Brighton,  Back  Bay/Fenway, 
North  Dorchester,  South  Dorchester,  Jamaica  Plain,  Roxbury  and  the 
South  End,  traditional  Hispanic  enclaves,  had  over  30%  of  this 
population  below  the  poverty  threshold.  North  Dorchester,  Roxbury 
and  Jamaica  Plain  each  had  over  40%  of  their  Hispanic  population 
below  the  poverty  level. 

Overall,  41.0%  (14,813)  of  the  Hispanics  within  the  city  of 
Boston  fell  below  the  poverty  line  in  1979.  Comparatively,  19.0% 
(106,770)  of  the  city's  general  population  fell  below  the  poverty 
level.  Thus,  the  level  of  poverty  among  Hispanics  was  twice  as  high 
when  compared  to  the  city's  total  population. 

Another  accepted  indicator  of  poor  social  and  economic  condi- 
tions is  the  level  of  school  years  completed.  Table  VI  demonstrates 
that  in  such  neighborhoods  as  North  Dorchester,  Jamaica  Plain,  Rox- 
bury, and  the  South  End  approximately  60%  of  the  Hispanic  population 
over  age  25  had  no  high  school  diploma. 

Hispanics  with  some  college  education  were  concentrated  in  those 
neighborhoods  that  were  either  major  residential  areas  for  college 
students  or  high  income  groups,  such  as  the  Back  Bay/Fenway  and  West 
Roxbury  communities.  These  two  neighborhoods,  for  example,  respec- 
tively had  56.4%  and  33.2%  of  their  Hispanic  residents  with  one  or 
more  years  of  college  education.  As  a  whole,  9.4%  (3,380)  of 
Boston's  Hispanics  had  some  college  education,  as  compared  to  19.6% 
(110,524)  of  the  city's  overall  population. 


il/     From:     Census  of  Population  and  Housing,   1980:  Summary 

Tape  File  3  Technical  Documentation/Prepared  by  the  Data 

User  Services  Division,  Bureau  of  the  Census.  Washing- 
ton: The  Bureau,  1982,  p.  277. 


TABLE  V 


POVERTY  STATUS  OF  SPANISH  ORIGIN  PERSONS 
FOR  BOSTON  NEIGHBORHOODS' 


Boston 

Ne  i  ghborhood 

Poverty 

Status 

Ne  i  ghborhood 
Total 

Above 
Poverty  Level 

Below 
Poverty  Level 

Al 1 ston/ 

1 ,73© 

1 ,091 

2,827 

Brighton 

{f>\.k%) 

(38.6%) 

(100%) 

Back  Bay/ 

639 

1 ,733 

Fenway 

(63. U) 

(36.9%) 

(100%) 

Cha  rl es  town 

82 

00 

03.2%) 

(  6.8%) 

(100%) 

North 

'♦,256 

^♦,353 

8,609 

Dorchester 

(50  .6%) 

(100%) 

South 

1    £  1  Q 
1  ,  D  1  0 

QQQ 
000 

2,506 

Dorchester 

(35.'«%) 

(100%) 

East 

715 

257 

972 

Boston 

(73.6%) 

(26.4%) 

(100%) 

nyae 

ceo 
552 

1  i.  1 

1  0  1 

/ 1  3 

Park 

07.'*%) 

(22.6%) 

(100%) 

Jamaica 

3,521 

2,h2H 

5,9'*5 

Plain 

(59.21) 

(AO. 8%) 

(100%) 

Nortn 

1  0  1 

I  76 

End 

(^♦2.6%) 

(100%) 

Kos 1 1 naa le 

oOO 

(73.6%) 

(26.;%) 

(100%) 

Roxbury 

3,566 

t  /lie 

3,'»1 5 

6,9ol 

(51. U) 

(48.9%) 

(100%) 

South 

26 

8 

34 

Boston 

(76.51) 

(23.5%) 

(100%) 

South 

1,899 

1,122 

3,021 

End 

(62.9%) 

(37.1%) 

(100%) 

West 

160 

71 

231 

End 

(69.3%) 

(30.7%) 

(100%) 

West 

395 

19 

414 

Roxbury 

(95.'»%) 

(  4.6%) 

(100%) 

BOSTON  TOTAL 

20,375 

J4.763 

35,138 

(58.0%) 

(42.0%) 

(100%) 

These  Boston  neighborhoods  represent  the  16  Health  and  Welfare  areas.  Harbor 
Islands  has  been  omitted. 


SOURCE:     1980  U.S.  Census  of  the  Population  and  Housing     (STF3A:     Sample  Data). 
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TABLE  VI 


SCHOOL  YEARS  COMPLETED  BY  SPANISH  ORIGIN  PERSONS 
25  YEARS  AND  OVER  FOR  BOSTON  NEIGHBORHOODS' 


School  Years 

Completed 

Elementary 

High  School 

Col  lege 

Boston 

Neighborhood 

(0-8  Years) 

1  to  3 

Years 

4 

Years 

I  to  3 
Years 

4 

Years 

Ne  i  ghborhoo'J 
Total 

A) Iston/ 
Br  i  ghton 

259 

(18.3%) 

157 

(11.1%) 

372 
(26.3%) 

284 

(20.1%) 

343 
(24.2%) 

1.415 

(100%) 

Back  Bay/ 
Fenway 

107 
(12.6%) 

37 

(  4.4%) 

226 
(26.6^) 

151 
(17.7%) 

329 
(38.7%) 

850 
(100%) 

Char lestown 

12 

(21.;%) 

6 

(10.7%) 

28 

(50.0%) 

10 

(17.9%) 

56 

(100%) 

North 
Do  rrhp^fpr 

DUO 

(19.2%) 

BAT 

(27.3%) 

171 
(  5.4%) 

1 49 
(  4.7%) 

3,169 
(100%) 

South 
Do  rchfi  s  1 6  r 

309 
(26.5%) 

(20.4%) 

job 
(33.0%) 

151 
(12.9%) 

84 

(  7.2%) 

1 ,168 

(100%) 

East 

Bn^  t nn 

157 

(31.0%) 

I  ni 
(19.9%) 

It/ 

(29.0%) 

■aQ 

(  7.5%) 

64 

(12.6%) 

507 
(100%) 

Hyde 
Park 

75 

(24. A%) 

59 

(19.2%) 

QQ 
00 

(28.7%) 

34 

(11.1%) 

51 

(16.6%) 

307 
(100%) 

Jama  i  ca 
Plain 

996 
(38.7%) 

(20.8%) 

o37 
(24.8%) 

183 
(  7.1%) 

221 
(8.6%) 

2,573 

(100%) 

North 

Enc 

5 

(  7.6%) 

19 

(28.8%) 

34 

(51.5%) 

8 

(12.1%) 

66 

(100%) 

Rosl indale 

lAl 
(34.6%) 

27 

\  o.bi) 

151 
(37.0%) 

57 

(14.0%) 

32 

(  7.8%) 

408 
(100%) 

Roxbury 

1     1  1  Q 

(39.4%) 

655 

650 

/oh    ft  \ 

(22.9?) 

281 
(  9.9%) 

137 
(  4.8%) 

2,841 
(100%) 

South 
Boston 

15 

(53.6%) 

6 

(  21.4%) 

7 

(  25.0%) 

28 

(100%) 

South 
End 

627 

(  43.5%) 

281 
(19.5%) 

234 
(16.3%) 

94 

(  6.5%) 

204 

(  14.2%) 

1 ,440 
(100%) 

West 
End 

19 

(11.6%) 

44 

(26.8%) 

101 
(61.6%) 

164 

(100%) 

West 
Roxbury 

45 

(18.9%) 

28 

(11.8%) 

86 

(36.1%) 

28 

(11.8%) 

51 

(21.4%) 

238 

(100%) 

Boston 
TOTAL 

5,225  2,752 

C34.3%)  CI8.U) 

3,940 

(25.9%) 

1,532 

(10.1%) 

1,781 

(11.7%) 

15.230 

(100%) 

These  Boston  neighborhoods  represent  the  16  Health  and  Welfare  areas.  Harbor  Islands  has  been  omitted. 
SOURCE:     1980  U.S.  Census  of  the  Population  and  Housing     (STF3A:    Sample  Data). 
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CHAPTER  III 

Spanish  Origin  Persons  in  Cities  and  Towns  Outside 
of  Boston:    A  Socio-Economic  Profile 

This  chapter  deals  with  the  eight  selected  cities  and  towns  in 
the  Boston  SMSA  with  1,000  or  more  Spanish  Origin  persons.  Table 
VII,  which  highlights  national  affiliation  or  descent,  indicates 
that  Cambridge,  Chelsea,  Framingham,  Lynn  and  Waltham  had  high  con- 
centrations of  Puerto  Ricans.  This  group  constituted  41.9%  (7,479) 
of  all  Hispanics  within  the  eight  selected  municipalities.  Compara- 
tively, Puerto  Ricans  totalled  76,540  (54.2%)  of  the  Commonwealth's 
141,043  Spanish  Origin  persons. 

Mexican  Americans,   although  the  largest  Hispanic  group  nation- 

12/ 

ally,  accounting  for  60%  of  all  the  country's  Hispanics, — '  were 
found  in  small  numbers  in  most  of  the  selected  locales.  Only  in 
Cambridge  and  Somerville  were  the  Hispanics  of  Mexican  origin  or 
descent  of  any  sizeable  number  --  11.9%  and  9.2%  respectively. 
Brookline,  Cambridge,  Newton  and  Somerville  showed  significant 
concentrations  of  "Other  Spanish"  persons.  These  "Others"  included 
individuals  who  either  originated  or  were  descendents  of  persons  who 
originated  in  Spain,  the  Dominican  Republic,  and  various  Central  or 
South  American  countries. 

The  data  indicate  that  in  all  but  two  communities  --  Brookline 
and  Newton  --  Hispanic  females  and  males  were  approximately  evenly 
distributed  (see  Table  VIII).  At  the  state  level,  however,  Spanish 
Origin  females  exceeded  males  by  3%  (4,271). 

Data  on  age  composition  of  the  Hispanic  population  in  these 
eight  selected  communities  indicated  that  33%  were  below  20  years  of 
age  (see  Table  IX). 


12/     Russell,  Op.  Cit. 
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Chelsea,  Framingham,  Lynn  and  Waltham  each  showed  over  40%  of 
their  Hispanic  population  under  20  years  of  age.  In  all  eight 
selected  communities  over  20%  of  the  Hispanic  population  were  14 
years  of  age  and  under.  This  fact  is  consistent  with  data  on  the 
entire  state  where  35.7%  (50,300)  of  the  Hispanic  population  were  14 
years  of  age  and  under. 

On  the  other  end  of  the  age  structure,  these  eight  selected 
communities  each  showed  less  than  10%  of  the  Hispanic  population  as 
being  60  years  of  age  and  over.  Only  in  the  town  of  Brookline  and 
the  city  of  Somerville  did  the  proportion  of  the  Hispanic  population 
age  60  and  over  reach  7%,  surpassing  the  state's  rate  of  Spanish 
Origin  elder  population  of  5.6%  (7,843).  Persons  between  the  ages 
of  20  to  59  totalled  over  40%  of  the  Hispanic  population  in  each  of 
the  eight  communities.  In  Brookline,  Cambridge,  Lynn,  Newton  and 
Somerville  the  20  to  59  year  olds  made  up  over  45%  of  the  total 
Hispanic  population.  This  fact  is  consistent  with  statewide  data  in 
which  20  to  59  year  old  Hispanics  constituted  66,811  (47.4%)  of  this 
popul ation. 

Income  level  is  an  important  economic  indicator.  Data  from 
these  communities  with  1,000  or  more  Hispanics  demonstrated  that 
large  numbers  of  Spanish  Origin  persons  earned  less  than  $15,000  per 
year.  In  Chelsea,  for  example,  of  the  289  families  in  the  sample 
count  85.4%  (708)  received  less  than  $15,000  annually.  In  1979, 
Brookline,  Framingham,  Newton  and  Somerville  showed  a  higher  propor- 
tion of  families  with  incomes  of  $15,000  and  above  than  the  other 
communities  —  70.5%  (146);  47.5%  (221);  72.2%  (171);  54.2%  (202) 
respectively.  Table  X  displays  family  income  level  data  for  each  of 
these  cities  and  towns. 
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When  the  poverty  status  of  Hispanics  in  these  eight  selected 
cities  and  towns  was  analyzed,  particular  communities  showed  higher 
concentrations  of  individuals  below  the  poverty  threshold.  Table  XI 
reveals  that  the  cities  of  Cambridge,  Chelsea,  Framingham,  Lynn  and 
Waltham  had  over  25%  of  the  Hispanic  population  with  incomes  which 
were  below  the  poverty  level.  In  Chelsea,  Lynn  and  Waltham  over  30% 
of  the  Hispanic  population  were  below  the  poverty  level  --57.5%, 
43.2%  and  34.5%  respectively.  The  rate  of  Hispanics  below  poverty 
within  the  Commonwealth  was  37.6%.  Within  the  entire  state's 
population,  the  Census  Bureau  estimated  that  9.6%  were  below  poverty. 

There  were  fewer  "below  poverty"  level  Hispanic  families  in 
Brookline  and  Newton.  This  phenomenon  can  be  explained  by  the 
attraction  these  communities  have  to  middle-  and  upper-income 
persons.  Within  these  two  communities  of  Brookline  and  Newton,  for 
example,  there  were  63%  and  60.2%,  respectively,  of  Spanish  Origin 
persons  with  one  or  more  years  of  college  education  (Table  XII). 
Though  a  large  number  of  Hispanics  in  Cambridge  have  family  incomes 
below  the  poverty  threshold,  Cambridge  has  a  higher  concentration  of 
college  affiliated  population.  Data  shows  Cambridge  had  43.9%  His- 
panics with  one  or  more  years  of  college  education. 

Compared  to  the  SMSA's  general  population,  the  percentage  of 
Hispanics  within  the  three  communities  of  Brookline,  Cambridge  and 
Newton  with  one  or  more  years  of  college  education  was  higher. 
Overall,  the  population  of  Boston's  SMSA  had  40.9%  (691,617)  of 
individuals  with  one  or  more  years  of  college,  while  Brookline, 
Cambridge  and  Newton  had  65.2%  (24,947),  55.0%  (31.912)  and  63.0% 
(33,883)  of  Hispanics  with  such  an  education  level  respectively. 

The  data  on  Somerville  indicates  that  Hispanics  in  this  commu- 
nity were  of  moderate  income,  and  were  consistent  with  that  of  the 
general  population  of  this  municipality.  Poverty  level  data,  for 
example,  on  Hispanics  in  Somerville  indicated  that  16.9%  were  below 
the  threshold,  while  for  the  general  population  it  was  12.4%. 
Somerville's  Hispanic  poulation  and  that  of  the  entire  city  were 
economically  homogeneous. 
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In  contrast  Chelsea,  Framingham,  Lynn  and  Waltham  each  had  large 
numbers  of  this  population  that  had  not  graduated  from  high  school. 
The  percentage  of  Hispanics  with  no  high  school  diploma  for  these 
four  respective  communities  were:  75.5%  (977);  46.5%  (449);  61.1% 
(594);  and  60.2%  (308).  Within  Boston's  SMSA,  the  general  popula- 
tion of  persons  25  years  of  age  and  older  had  22.8%  (384,695)  with 
no  high  school  diploma.  In  Cambridge  43.5%  (826)  of  Hispanics  had 
no  high  school  diploma,  indicating  that  individuals  of  Spanish 
Origin  in  this  municipality  were  concentrated  on  the  two  extreme 
levels  of  the  educational  scale.  For  Somerville,  the  data  reveal 
that  while  a  disproportionate  number  of  Hispanics  were  not  college 
educated,  their  incomes  were  nevertheless  higher  than  most  Spanish 
Origin  persons. 
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CHAPTER  IV 
Conclusions 

Census  data  on  the  Spanish  Origin  population  in  the  nine  selec- 
ted municipalities  of  this  report  highlight  particular  relationships 
important  for  groups  and  individuals  working  with  the  Hispanic  Com- 
munity. Perhaps  the  most  important  finding  is  the  pluralistic  com- 
position of  the  Hispanic  community's  national  affiliation.  The 
Hispanic  community,  according  to  Census  data,  is  not  homogeneous, 
but  extremely  heterogenic.  Cubans,  Puerto  Ricans  and  a  variety  of 
other  groups  make  up  the  diverse  Hispanic  Community.  While  all 
Hispanic  groups  share  particular  social  and  cultural  characteris- 
tics, such  as  language,  each  group,  nevertheless,  maintains  unique 
features  (e.g.,  adherence  to  particular  values).  This  fact  suggests 
that  work  within  the  Hispanic  community  must  consider  major  cultural 
and  social  differences  that  are  unique  to  particular  groups  within 
the  Hispanic  population. 

Census  data  on  poverty  and  income  levels  of  Hispanics  within 
these  communities  revealed  economic  conditions  which  heighten  the 
need  for  services  and  programs  that  will  enhance  social  conditions 
within  this  population.  In  particular,  job  training,  English  as  a 
Second  Language,  employment  counseling,  and  supplemental  income  are 
among  the  services  that  will  contribute  toward  economic  and  social 
improvement  within  the  Hispanic  community. 

Intimately  related  to  income  level  and  poverty  status  is  the 
level  of  education  obtained  by  a  particular  group  or  population. 
Census  data  indicate  that  while  particular  towns  showed  greater 
numbers  of  adult  Hispanics  with  one  or  more  years  of  college  educa- 
tion, the  majority  of  the  Spanish  Origin  population  within  the 
selected  municipalities  had  no  high  school  diploma.  Comparatively, 
Hispanics  within  the  Boston  SMSA  with  no  high  school  diploma 
totalled  47.2%  as  compared  to:  Blacks  who  had  a  rate  of  35.5%; 
Asians  and  Pacific  Islanders  with  a  rate  of  28.5%;  and  Whites  had  a 
rate  of  21.8%. 


Finally,  the  age  composition  of  the  Hispanic  population  in  these 
communities  highlights  a  particular  group  who  may  suffer  dispropor- 
tionately from  the  poor  social  and  economic  conditions.  Tradition- 
ally, it  is  the  young  dependent  population  of  a  community  who  suffer 
the  most  from  these  poor  conditions  since  they  cannot  fend  for  them- 
selves. Census  data  on  Hispanics  within  these  eight  selected 
communities  showed  a  higher  proportion  of  children  under  fifteen 
years  of  age.  These  facts  suggest  that  human  services  related  to 
their  age  (e.g.,  day  care  and  youth  development  activities)  would 
contribute  toward  lessening  some  of  the  effects  of  existing  social 
and  economic  deprivation. 


